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LANDMARK ICC REVIEW CONFERENCE CONCLUDES BUSINESS
States Agree on Crime of Aggression Provisions; NGOs Say Kampala Conference a
Crucial Assessment of the Rome Statute’s Impact

WHAT: Today the first-ever Review Conference of the Rome Statute — the International
Criminal Court’s founding treaty — concluded in Kampala, Uganda. After a week of high-level
discussions on the impact of the Rome Statute to date, ICC Member States came to an
agreement regarding amendments to the Rome Statute pertaining to the crime of
aggression.

WHO: From 31 May to 11 June 2010, ICC states parties, observer states, international
organizations, NGOs, and other participants met in Kampala to discuss proposed
amendments to the Rome Statute as well as to take stock of its impact to date, making the
Review Conference a critical milestone in the evolution of the new system of international
justice created twelve years ago.

HOW: On 12 June, shortly after midnight, the Review Conference of the Rome Statute
adopted by consensus a definition for the Crime of Aggression. The definition criminalizes
the use of armed force by one State against another and carried out in contravention to the
UN Charter. On this basis individuals responsible for unlawful acts of war may be subject to
prosecution before the Court.

Following long negotiations, States Parties adopted provisions governing the terms of the
Court’s ability to investigate and prosecute individuals for the crime of aggression. Notably,
the Review Conference determined that the Court will not be able to exercise jurisdiction
until 30 states have ratified the new amendment. In addition, States Parties will have to
make a positive decision to activate the jurisdiction after 1 January 2017.



ICC States Parties agreed upon a jurisdictional regime for the crime of aggression, which
provides separate procedures depending on whether the situation was referred by the UN
Security Council, or whether it came before the Court through a State referral or upon the
ICC Prosecutor’s initiative.

States Parties made important decisions on 2 other proposed amendments to the Court’s
treaty. First they agreed not to delete Article 124 but to review it in five years. Article 124 of
the Rome Statute is an optional protocol which allows States not to subject their nationals to
the Court's prosecutions or investigations over war crimes for a seven year period. Second,
States accepted to extend the use of certain weapons as war crimes in non-international
conflicts.

The Kampala gathering also helped identify areas in which the Court’s positive impact can be
further strengthened. Debates focused on the impact of the Rome Statute on victims and
affected communities, complementarity, cooperation, and peace and justice, issues truly
central to the system’s fair, effective, and independent functioning.

More than 600 Coalition members played a central role in enhancing the dialogue on the
Rome system and ensured that the voices of civil society were truly heard through a number
of debates, roundtables and other events.

The Coalition and its global membership are committed to work to maintain the momentum
with States, the UN, other regional bodies and the Court to ensure commitments made in
Kampala result in concrete actions.

COMMENTS AND BACKGROUND

‘The Coalition for the ICC is advocating for an end to impunity for all serious crimes, including
the Crime of Aggression, “ said CICC Convenor William R. Pace. “Although today’s agreement
on the definition of the crime is a step forward for international justice, and more
importantly for victims of this crime, the conditions agreed by States for the prosecution of
the crime would leave many states out of the reach of justice,” he emphasized. “There also
remains a question mark over when the Court will be able to exercise its jurisdiction over
this crime of concern to the international community as a whole,” he added. “The Coalition
is committed to work with like-minded-governments and other bodies to maintain the
pressure on the United Nations Security Council of its very heavy responsibilities with regard
to the crime of aggression.”

NGOs experts and members of the CICC are listed on the following pages for
comment and background on the Review Conference of the Rome Statute.
(Listed in alphabetical order by organisation name)

Mr. John Washburn, Convenor, American NGO Coalition for the ICC
New York, USA

Office telephone: +1 212 907 1317

Mobile tel: +1 917 589 5988

Email: jwashburn@unausa.org



(English)

Mr. Christopher Hall, International Justice Project Senior Legal Adviser, Amnesty
International

London, England

Office Telephone: +44 207 413 5733 (Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday)
Telephone: +44 207 241 1728 (Monday and Thursday)

E-mail: chall@amnesty.org

(English)

Mr. Georges Kapiamba, Vice-President, ASADHO and vice president of the DRC
Coalition for the ICC

Kinshasa, DRC

Telephone: + 243 81 404 3641

Email: gkapiamba@yahoo.fr

(French)

Mr. Dadimos Haile, Head of the Thematic and International Justice Department,
Avocats Sans Frontiéres

Brussels, Belgium

Mobile telephone: +32 4 98 10 95 42

E-mail: DHaile@asf.be

(English, French)

Mr. William Pace, Convenor, Coalition for the ICC (CICC)
New York, USA

Office Telephone: +1-646-465-8533

Mobile tel 1: +1 646 465 8533

Mobile tel 2: +256 787108503 (Uganda)

E-mail: pace@coalitionfortheicc.org

(English)

Mr. Bruno Gbiegba, Lawyer and Board Member, CAR National Coalition for the ICC
Central African Republic

Telephone: + 236 7550 72 27; + 236 70 02 72 27

E-mail: gbiegbabruno@yahoo.fr

(French)

Mr. Dismas Nkunda, Chair of Darfur, Consortium and Co-director of International
Refugee Rights Initiative

Kampala, Uganda

Tel: +256414340274

Mobile tel: +256 75 331 0404

E-mail: dismas.nkunda@refugee-rights.org

(English)

Ms. Oby Nwankwo, Executive Director, Civil Resource Development and



Documentation Centre (Enugu, Nigeria)
Tel: +234 42 453 739, +234 803 313 2494
E-mail: nwankwooby@yahoo.com
(English)

Ms. Mariana Pena, Fédération internationale des ligues des droits de I'Homme (FIDH)
Liaison Officer to the ICC

The Hague, the Netherlands

Email: mpena@ @fidh.org

Tel.: +31 (0)70 356 0259

(French, English, Spanish)

Mr. Richard Dicker, International Justice Program Director, Human Rights Watch
New York, New York

Office telephone: +1 212 216 1248

Mobile tel: +1 917 747 6731

Email: dickerr@hrw.org

(English, French)

Ms. Elisabeth Evenson, Counsel in the International Justice Programme, Human Rights
Watch

Brussels, Belgium

Office Telephone: +32.2.737.1486

Email: evensoe@hrw.org

(English)

Mr. Mohammed Ndifuna, Human Rights Network—Uganda
Kampala, Uganda

Mobile tel: +256 772 419 229

E-mail: executive@hurinet.org.ug

(English)

Ms. Lorraine Smith, IBA Programme Manager, International Bar Association
The Hague, the Netherlands:

Office telephone: +31 70 302 2859

Mobile number: + 30 634266310

Email: lorraine.smith@int-bar.org

(English)

Dr. Brigitte Chelebian, President, Justice Without frontiers
Beirut, Lebanon

Tel 1: +961 03-702113 - 01 899637

Tel 2: +961 01 612899 - 01 612846

Email: jwficc@yahoo.com

(English, French, Arabic)

Mr. James Gondi, Eastern Africa International Criminal Justice Initiative



(EAICII), International Commission of Jurists, Kenyan Section
Nairobi, Kenya

Tel 1: + 254 (0) 20 387 59 81

Tel 2: + 254 (0) 20 675 09 96

Mobile tel: +254(0)721567232

Email: james.gondi@icj-kenya.org

(English, Swahili)

Ms. Rosette Nagimesi, Media liaison, Nobel Women'’s Initiative

Kampala, Uganda

For interviews with Nobel Peace Prize 2003 Shirin Ebadi (Iran) and Nobel Peace Prize 2004
Wangari Maathai (Kenya)

Tel mobile +256 712-823-502,

Email: rosette@wmcafrica.com

Ms. Alison Smith, Legal Counsel, No Peace Without Justice
Brussels, Belgium

Telephone: +32 2 548 3912

Mobile phone: +32 486 986 235

Email: alison@sensible.it

(English)

Dr. David Donat Cattin, Director of Programmes, Parliamentarians for Global Action
The Hague, Netherlands

Mobile phone: +31 623 318 581

Email: donat@pgaction.org

(English, French, Italian)

Ms. Carla Ferstman, Director, REDRESS
London, England

Telephone: +44 20 7793 1777

Email: carla@redress.org

(English, French)

Mr. Osman Hummaida Human rights researcher and former Director of the Sudanese
Organization Against Torture

E-mail; oshirazu@hotmail.com

(Arabic, English)

Mr. Salvador Herencia, professor of the University of Ottawa and representative of the
Andean Commission of Jurists

Ottawa, Canada

Telephone: +1 613 883 5729

Email: salvadorherencia@yahoo.com

(English, French, Spanish and Portuguese)

Dr. Jutta Bertram-Nothnagel, representative for the Union Internationale des Avocats



(UIA) and leader of the CICC Team on the crime of aggression
Telephone: +1 212 860 4733

Email: Jfbn@att.net

(English)

Mr. Bukeni Beck Wazuri, WITNESS and former Director and Founder of Jeunes pour le
Developpement Integre-Kalundu/Projet Enfants Soldats (AJEDI-Ka/PES - Youth
Development and Integration/Child Soldiers Project)

New York, USA

Telephone: + 1 646-744-8064 (mobile); + 1718-783-2000 ext.307

E-mail: bukenitw@hotmail.com ; bukenibeck@yahoo.fr

(English, French)

Ms. Brigid Inder, Executive Director, Women'’s Initiatives for Gender Justice
The Hague, Netherlands

Office telephone: +3170 30299 11

E-mail: brigid@iccwomen.org

(English)

Important notice: The Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC), an independent
NGO movement, is dedicated to the establishment of the International Criminal Court as a
fair, effective, and independent international organization. The Coalition as a whole, and its
secretariat, does not endorse or promote specific investigations or prosecutions or take a
position on situations before the ICC. However individual CICC members may endorse
referrals, provide legal and other support on investigations, or develop partnerships with local
and other organizations in the course of their efforts.
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