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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
27 October 2011 
 
GLOBAL NGO COALITION URGES THE NATIONAL TRANSITIONA L COUNCIL 

OF LIBYA TO PRIORITIZE RATIFICATION OF THE ROME STA TUTE 
Ratification would be an important expression of democratic reform and commitment to the 

rule of law 

 
Amman, Jordan/New York, NY –Libya’s interim leaders should move quickly to ratify key 
international human rights and humanitarian law treaties, in particular the Rome Statute, the 
Coalition for the International Criminal Court (ICC) said today. The Rome Statute is the founding 
treaty of the ICC, the first permanent international court capable of trying perpetrators of 
genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 

In a letter (see link below) sent today to H.E. Mustafa Abdul Jalil, president of the National 
Transitional Council (NTC), the Coalition stressed that ratifying key humanitarian and human 
rights instruments would be an important expression of democratic reform and evidence to the 



Libyan people that their demands for justice and the protection of human rights have been 
heard. 

“The NTC stands in a critical moment. It can come out of the gates ensuring a new path toward 
justice and accountability as it begins its rebuilding,” said Brigitte Suhr, director of Regional 
Programs for the Coalition for the ICC. “Ratifying now sends a powerful message that the old 
way is over and the new way will give respect to hopes and dreams that led to [Muammar] 
Gaddafi’s downfall.”  

The Coalition urged the NTC to take a similar path as Tunisian Interim Government did earlier 
this year. Following the Tunisian revolution in January 2011 and the ousting of President Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali, the Tunisian Interim Government’s first cabinet meeting resulted in a decision, 
conveyed in a press conference that followed, to ratify the Rome Statute, together with other 
key treaties. In the subsequent months, the Government, among its many other priorities, made 
good on its decision, publishing its approval of the Rome Statute in the Official Gazette on 19 
February 2011 and depositing its instrument of accession to the Rome Statute of the ICC and 
the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court on 24 and 29 
June 2011 respectively, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 

Currently, the Arab League has four members that are state parties to the ICC: the Comoros 
Islands, Djibouti, Jordan and most recently Tunisia. The Coalition has long called on all MENA 
governments to demonstrate their commitment to justice by joining the ICC.  
 
“In this period of transition in the MENA region, the principles embodied by the Rome Statute 
should be a priority and ratification of the Statute should be seriously considered now more than 
ever,” said Amal Nassar, MENA program officer for the Coalition. “The time is right in the region 
to see real change and along with that change, a stronger commitment to justice.”  
 
ICC arrest warrants remain outstanding for Saif Al-Islam Gaddafi, former Libyan government 
spokesman and son of Muammar Gaddafi, and Abdullah Al-Senussi, former director of military 
intelligence. In its letter, the Coalition also called on the NTC to arrest the remaining fugitives of 
justice and transfer them to the ICC.  
 
CICC letter to Libya’s NTC urging ratification of t he Rome Statute: 
http://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/documents/NTC_Let ter-Final-EN.pdf  
 
Background: The ICC is the world’s first, permanent international court to prosecute war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. Central to the Court’s mandate is the principle of 
complementarity, which holds that the Court will only intervene if national legal systems are 
unable or unwilling to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes. There are currently seven active investigations before the Court: the 
Central African Republic; Côte d'Ivoire; the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Darfur, the 
Sudan; Kenya; Libya; and Uganda. The ICC has publicly issued 18 arrest warrants and nine 
summonses to appear. Three trials are ongoing. The Office of the Prosecutor has made public 
that it is examining at least eight situations on four continents, including Afghanistan, Colombia,  
Georgia, Guinea, Honduras, Republic of Korea, Nigeria, and Palestine.  
 
The Coalition for the International Criminal Court is a global network of civil society 
organizations in 150 countries working in partnership to strengthen international cooperation 



with the ICC; ensure that the Court is fair, effective and independent; make justice both visible 
and universal; and advance stronger national laws that deliver justice to victims of war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide. For more information, visit: www.coalitionfortheicc.org.  
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