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Election of the next ICC Prosecutor 
 
Letters and Statements 
 

• Open letter to ICC States Parties on prosecutorial election, 2 December 2020: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/sites/default/files/cicc_documents/Final%20open%20lett
er%20Prosecutorial%20Elections%20-%202Dec.pdf  
 

• Grave Concerns about the ICC Prosecutor Election and the Urgent Need for Vetting, 10 
November 2020: https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/11/grave-concerns-about-the-icc-
prosecutor-election-and-the-urgent-need-for-vetting/  
 

• Joint civil society statement on the ongoing Prosecutor election process, 23 October 2020: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/sites/default/files/cicc_documents/Civil%20Society%20St
atement%20on%20ongoing%20Prosecutor%20election_0.pdf  
 

• ICC Prosecutor: Need for a transparent, merit-based process free from political influence, No 

Peace Without Justice (NPWJ), 21 October 2020, http://www.npwj.org/ICC/ICC-Prosecutor-

Need-a-transparent-merit-based-process-free-political-influence.html  

 
• Joint letter to call for additional vetting of candidates Prosecutor, Open Society Justice Initiative 

(OSJI), Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice (WIGJ), 10 September 2020: 
https://4genderjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/open-letter-ICC-prosecutor-vetting-
09102020.pdf  
 

• Joint civil society statement – States should respect the process they established, July 2020: 
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/uploads/daf3d0b9-7099-4fbb-8eeb-523301b76933/joint-
civil-society-statement_icc-prosecutor-en.pdf  
 

• Shortlisted Candidates for ICC Prosecutor Announced: Election Process Must be Transparent 
and Merit-Based, International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), July 2020: 
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-
icc/shortlisted-candidates-for-icc-prosecutor-announced-election-process 
 

• Open Letter to ICC Election Committee, ATLAS, 30 April 2020: 
https://justiceinconflict.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/d81b5-
atlas_openlettertoiccelectioncommittee_30april2020_final_forcirculation.pdf  
 

• Joint civil society open letter to the Committee on the Election of the Prosecutor (CEP) on 
vetting and sexual harassment, 17 February 2020: https://4genderjustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/Letter-to-Committee-for-ICC-Prosecutor-Election.pdf  
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Briefings and Reports 
 

• Briefing paper: The Election of the next ICC Prosecutor, Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI), 
November 2018: https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/election-next-international-
criminal-court-prosecutor  

 
 
Articles 
 

• Search for next ICC Prosecutor makes little progress, Journalists for Justice, 10 December 
2020https://jfjustice.net/search-for-the-next-icc-prosecutor-makes-little-progress/ 

• Electing the Next ICC Prosecutor: Assessing Sexual Misconduct as Part of the “High Moral 
Character” Requirement, 13 November 2020: https://www.ijmonitor.org/2019/11/electing-
the-next-icc-prosecutor-assessing-sexual-misconduct-as-part-of-the-high-moral-character-
requirement/  

• 2020 ICC Prosecutor Election – Crucial Opportunity to Continue Strengthening Gender Justice, 
Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice (WIGJ), 12 September 2019: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/icc-prosecutor-election-2020-wigj-statement  

• In Defense of Process: Why States Should Not Nominate New Candidates for ICC Prosecutor, 23 
July 2020: http://opiniojuris.org/2020/07/23/in-defense-of-process-why-states-should-not-
nominate-new-candidates-for-icc-prosecutor/  

• Candidates for next ICC Prosecutor face public hearings, Human Rights Watch, July 2020: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/28/candidates-next-icc-prosecutor-face-public-hearings  

• Time to Step Up at the ICC: No Time to Trim the Sails, Human Rights Watch, 27 July 2020: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/27/time-step-icc  

• ICC Prosecutor Symposium: The Next ICC Prosecutor Should Resolutely Hold the Most Powerful 
to Account, Human Rights Watch, 9 April 2020: http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/09/icc-
prosecutor-symposium-the-next-icc-prosecutor-should-resolutely-hold-the-most-powerful-to-
account/  

• Electing the Next ICC Prosecutor: Reflections from Sudanese Civil Society, 17 March 2020: 
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/03/electing-the-next-icc-prosecutor-reflections-from-
sudanese-civil-society/  

• By Failing to Screen ICC Prosecutor Candidates for Sexual Misconduct, States Put Court at Risk, 
9 March 2020: https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/03/by-failing-to-screen-icc-prosecutor-
candidates-for-sexual-misconduct-states-put-court-at-risk/  

• States in search of the next ICC Prosecutor, Journalists for Justice (JFJ), 14 January 2020: 
https://jfjustice.net/states-in-search-of-next-icc-prosecutor/ 

 
 
Prosecutor candidates’ responses to civil society questionnaires: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/prosecutorial-candidates-questionnaires-2020  
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Election of six new Judges 
 
Briefing and Reports 
 

• Position paper: Judges seeking to join ICC’s bench must have proven expertise on victims’ rights, 
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), 2 November 2020, 
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-
icc/position-paper-judges-seeking-to-join-icc-s-bench-must-have-proven  
 

• Key Criteria for Election as Judge to the ICC, Amnesty International, 19 October 2020: 
https://hrij.amnesty.nl/key-criteria-for-election-as-a-judge-to-the-icc/  

 

• Articles on judicial candidates from Brazil, Colombia, Georgia, Mexico, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, 
Uruguay, and additional resources on elections, International Justice Monitor – Open Society 
Justice Initiative (OSJI): https://www.ijmonitor.org/category/icc-review/  
 

• Briefing paper – Electing the next Judges of the ICC: Principles and Essential Skills, Open Society 
Justice Initiative, 17 October 2020: https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/electing-the-
next-judges-of-the-international-criminal-court-principles-and-essential-skills  
 

• Report - Raising the Bar: Improving the Nomination and Election of Judges at the ICC, Open 
Society Justice Initiative (OSJI,) 28 October 2019: 
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/raising-the-bar-improving-the-nomination-and-
election-of-judges-to-the-international-criminal-court  
 
 

 
 
Articles 
 

• Ensuring High-Quality International Criminal Court Judges, Human Rights Watch, 2 December 
2020: https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/ensuring-high-quality-international-criminal-
court-judges  

• Electing the Next ICC Judges: How did the Advisory Committee on Nominations Fare this Time 
Around?, 3 November 2020: https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/11/electing-the-next-icc-judges-
how-did-the-advisory-committee-on-nominations-fare-this-time-around/  

• Civil society questionnaires for Judicial and Prosecutorial candidates: a key step to #Elect the 
Best, Coalition for the ICC, 8 October 2020: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/news/20201008/civil-society-questionnaires-judicial-and-
prosecutorial-candidates-contribution  

• Happenings in The Hague: Time to elect ICC Judges, International Federation for Human Rights 
(FIDH), 6 October 2020: https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-
criminal-court-icc/happenings-in-the-hague-time-to-elect-icc-judges  

• 20 candidates under full scrutiny: ICC judges must be elected on merit alone, International 
Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), 6 October 2020: 
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/20-
candidates-under-full-scrutiny-icc-judges-must-be-elected-on-merit  

• Focus on Merit in ICC Elections, Human Rights Watch, September 2020: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/15/focus-merit-international-criminal-court-elections  

• ICC Elections: Civil Society Questionnaires Released, 17 September 2020: 
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/09/icc-elections-civil-society-questionnaires-released/  

https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/position-paper-judges-seeking-to-join-icc-s-bench-must-have-proven
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/position-paper-judges-seeking-to-join-icc-s-bench-must-have-proven
https://hrij.amnesty.nl/key-criteria-for-election-as-a-judge-to-the-icc/
https://www.ijmonitor.org/category/icc-review/
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/electing-the-next-judges-of-the-international-criminal-court-principles-and-essential-skills
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/electing-the-next-judges-of-the-international-criminal-court-principles-and-essential-skills
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/raising-the-bar-improving-the-nomination-and-election-of-judges-to-the-international-criminal-court
https://www.justiceinitiative.org/publications/raising-the-bar-improving-the-nomination-and-election-of-judges-to-the-international-criminal-court
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/ensuring-high-quality-international-criminal-court-judges
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/ensuring-high-quality-international-criminal-court-judges
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/11/electing-the-next-icc-judges-how-did-the-advisory-committee-on-nominations-fare-this-time-around/
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/11/electing-the-next-icc-judges-how-did-the-advisory-committee-on-nominations-fare-this-time-around/
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/news/20201008/civil-society-questionnaires-judicial-and-prosecutorial-candidates-contribution
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/news/20201008/civil-society-questionnaires-judicial-and-prosecutorial-candidates-contribution
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/happenings-in-the-hague-time-to-elect-icc-judges
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/happenings-in-the-hague-time-to-elect-icc-judges
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/20-candidates-under-full-scrutiny-icc-judges-must-be-elected-on-merit
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/20-candidates-under-full-scrutiny-icc-judges-must-be-elected-on-merit
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/15/focus-merit-international-criminal-court-elections
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/09/icc-elections-civil-society-questionnaires-released/


• Merit-Based Nominations Key to Elect Most Qualified Judges, 15 January 2020: 
https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/01/merit-based-nominations-key-to-elect-most-qualified-
judges/  

• ICC Staff Union Council Calls on States to Give Full Meaning to the Provisions on High Moral 
Character of Elected Officials, 8 January 2020: https://www.ijmonitor.org/2020/01/icc-staff-
union-council-calls-on-states-to-give-full-meaning-to-the-provisions-on-high-moral-character-
of-elected-officials/  
 

 
 
Judicial candidates’ responses to civil society questionnaires: 
https://www.coalitionfortheicc.org/judicial-candidates-questionnaires-2020  
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